
REGION 6 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
                                 

TOPIC:  RI/FS Devil’s Swamp Lake, Baton Rouge, La. 
 
DATE: 11/28/12   CONTACT:   Bart Canellas/Cathy Gilmore 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION NEEDED:   Finish sampling for the FS  (waiting for crawfish availability) 
 
DEADLINE DATE:   January 2013 
 
BACKGROUND: Devil’s Swamp is in a large flood plain area which consists of Devil’s Swamp Lake and areas 
of Devil’s Swamp immediately adjoining the lake. This swamp is near Alsen, East Baton Rouge Parish, 
Louisiana, about ten miles north of the City of Baton Rouge. Devil’s Swamp Lake Site is characterized as a 
manmade lake, resulting from the construction of the Port of Greater 
Baton Rouge Terminal (a.k.a. Baton Rouge Barge Harbor) in 
1973. 
The Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc. (Clean Harbors), formerly Rollins Environmental Services of 
Louisiana, Inc., is located northeast of the Baton Rouge Barge Harbor and 
west of Scenic Highway. Rollins began operating a hazardous chemical disposal facility in 1971. This facility is 
adjacent to Devil’s Swamp. 
 
CURRENT STATUS:    The investigation is now proceeding with a more in-depth risk evaluation of the initially 
identified contaminants and likely exposure pathways. A work plan for the second part of the investigation has 
been developed, reviewed and approved. This is known as the Tier 2 work plan that provides for a second round 
of sample collection/field activities. This will include collection of fish and crawfish tissue samples that will be 
used to complete the final Human Health Risk Assessment and a Baseline Ecological Risk Assessment.     

  

ENVIRONMENTAL/PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS: 

 Contamination in fish and shellfish, and current fish consumption advisory. 
  

TECHNICAL CONCERNS: 

 Availability of crawfish for sampling.   
 

REGULATORY/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 

 None            

 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS:  

 Contamination spreading to the Community. 
 The communities water supply 
 Cancer/Deaths in the Community 

    

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
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